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Using Free and Currently Owned Tools to Assess the 
Strength and Needs of Special Collections. 
 
Amanda Tiller-Hackett 
Humanities Collection Development Librarian, MUN 
Question? 
“I’ve determined that the best way to spend my subject 
funds is to concentrate on strengthening weaker areas, and 
maintaining the strength of stronger areas. With this in 
mind… 
 
How do I *know* how strong the collections in my 
subject areas really are?” 
 
1 possible answer... 
Find ways to assess the relative strength of 
my collections by performing overlap 
analyses with other similar library 
collections! 
 
Free or Existing Tools 
● Gobi3 (YBP): Gobi Peer Groups Reports 
o Peer Comparison Titles 
o Peer Ranking Reports 
● WorldCat Firstsearch (for now! Discovery as of Dec. 
2015) 
● Worldcat.org 
 
Selected Subject Area for Comparison 
Start “small”:  
Postcolonial Literature 
(hereafter called PC literature) 
 
 
PC Literature (Definition): 
“A body of literary writing that responds to the intellectual discourse of European colonization in Asia, Africa, Middle East, the 
Pacific and elsewhere. Postcolonial literature addresses the problems and consequences of the decolonization of a country and of 
a nation, especially the political and cultural independence of formerly subjugated colonial peoples; it also covers literary critiques 
of and about postcolonial literature, the undertones of which carry, communicate, and justify racialism and colonialism.But most 
contemporary forms of postcolonial literature present literary and intellectual critiques of the postcolonial discourse by 
endeavouring to assimilate postcolonialism and its literary expressions.” (Wikipedia...yes, that’s right. Wikipedia). 
 
Themes (http://humanities.wisc.edu/assets/misc/What_is_Postcolonial_Literature_.pdf): 
● Reclaiming Spaces and Places 
● Asserting Cultural Integrity 
● Revising History 
 
Characteristics: 
● Resistant Descriptions 
● Appropriation of the Colonizers’ Language 
● Reworking Colonial Artforms 
 
 
 
PC Studies at MUN (English dept.) 
● 6 regular faculty working in this area; 
● “Colonial and Postcolonial Studies in the English department at Memorial engage a 
number of different trajectories related to British Imperialism and its cultural and 
environmental aftereffects. Our faculty work on projects that investigate questions 
such as: what happens when cultures collide? What is a hybrid identity? What is the 
nature of Colonial and Postcolonial violence? How important is a sense of home? 
How do nations imagine themselves? In what ways do the consequences of 
imperialism linger across generations and in various environments and 
ecocultures?” 
Comparison Libraries/ Institutions 
1. University of Calgary: 
a. English Department has a Postcolonial Research 
Group 
b. Postcolonial Studies is an area of extensive research 
interest. 
c. 7 regular faculty members in the department of 
English work in the area of Postcolonial Studies. 
Comparison Libraries/ Institutions (Cont’d) 
2. York: 
a. “York’s (Graduate Program in English) is one of 
Canada’s key literary faculties in Postcolonial 
Studies.” 
b. “York’s world-renowned faculty maintain their 
cutting edge research into and teaching of the 
literatures of Postcoloniality, the writings of 
diasporic and indigenous peoples and communities, 
theories of Imperialism and its resistance, and 
globalization studies.”  
  
Comparison Libraries/ Institutions (Cont’d) 
3. University of Guelph: 
a. PC Studies listed among the strengths of 
the English & Theatre Studies graduate (MA) 
program. 
b. 4 regular faculty members devoted to 
research and teaching in PC studies. 
Gobi Comparison Options: 
1. Peer Comparison Titles:  
a. Compare exact titles between libraries 
2. GobiTween & Peers 
a. Comparisons with consortial libraries 
3. Peer Ranking Reports:  
a. Rank purchasing between libraries 
Step 1: Identify Postcolonial Lit. LC Ranges: 
(UNBC Geoffrey R. Weller Library) 
Postcolonial Literature does not have its own subclass, but 
can be found under other subclasses, including: 
● PL8009.5-8014 (African Literature) 
● PR8309-9680 (English literature, Provincial, local, etc) 
● American Literature (works by or about authors of 
Postcolonial lit): 
o PS3500-3549 (Authors 1900-1960) 
o PS3550-3576 (Authors 1961-2000) 
o PS3600-3626 (Authors 2001-) 
Step 2: Edit Gobi Peer Group 
● Under “Options,”          “Edit Peer Group” 
(i.e. selected libraries for comparison) 
 
Peer Comparison Titles 
For this search...compare your library to one 
other library, only... 
Options: “Show Titles Acquired by”... 
Examples... 
1. “Peer but not my library”; 
2. “My library but not my peer”... 
Ex. 1 “Peer but not my library” 
● Comparison: MUN and York 
● Timeframe: January 1, 2013-Jan. 1, 2015 
● PR8309 - PR9680 (English literature, Provincial, local, 
etc) 
 
Result: 45 titles that York had acquired and MUN had not.  
Result: Sample Earmarked titles for 
purchase! 
1. Afro-Greeks: Dialogues between Anglophone 
Caribbean Literature and Classics in the Twentieth 
Century 
2. After Raymond Williams: Cultural Imperialism and 
the Break-Up of Britain 
3. Avant-Garde Canadian Literature: The Early 
Manifestations 
4. Empire Writes Back: Theory and Practice in Post-
Colonial Literatures 
Ex. 2. “My library but not peer” 
● Comparison: MUN and York 
● Timeframe: January 1, 2013-Jan. 1, 2015 
● PR8309-9680 (English literature, Provincial, local, etc) 
 
Result: 233 exact titles that MUN acquired and York did 
not. 
Gobi Peer Ranking Report 
Retrieve data to assess the strength of your 
current collection/ acquisitions in a particular 
subject area, relative to the collections and 
acquisitions of your selected peers. 
 
NOTE: The data will only reflect purchases handled by 
YBP, and only covers areas with an LC class. or listed areas. 
Peer Group 
Using the same Peer Group/ Selected Libraries 
for comparison... 
Steps... 
In Gobi, click “Reports” and “Peer Ranking”: 
 
 
Compare with ALL Selected Libraries! 
Enter LC Classification for subject area 
to be compared: 
Ex. PR8309 - PR9680 (English literature, provincial, local, etc.) 
 
 
 
 
Retrieving Results... 
Select Report 
Results: 
Option 2: Subject area search... 
Choose from Gobi’s listed interdisciplinary areas… 
 
Results: 
YBP Gobi Recap: 
● Use LC class. ranges in Peer Comparison 
Searches to compare YBP purchases (by 
title) in a certain subject area. 
● Use LC class. ranges in Peer Ranking 
Reports to compare YBP purchasing trends 
by subject area within a desired timeframe. 
  
Worldcat FirstSearch  
(soon to be “Discovery”) 
● Use FirstSearch to compare the current 
collections/ holdings of libraries. 
● Best to compare your library’s holdings to 
one other library at a time.  
● Note: data may not be up-to-date. 
 
Worldcat FirstSearch 
1. From Advanced Search screen, locate subject 
to be searched: 
 
FirstSearch Cont’d 
FirstSearch Cont’d 
Entering library codes 
● To search the combined results of two or 
more libraries, enter the library codes in 
the “limit availability” area. 
● Locate Library Codes: 
● My codes: 
o QE2 (MUN) 
o U3G (Guelph), YOU (York), UAU (Calgary) 
(Codes can only be combined using “or”; not “and”) 
Compare Library Holdings 
● Compare MUN holdings to one other library 
at a time (for this search, I imposed no 
limits): 
o ex. QEII and Guelph 
 
Results: “QE2 or U3G” 
“Items in my Library” 
*To determine how many of the 877 total 
results are in your library (thereby, the # not in 
your library), “Limit Availability” to “Items in 
my Library”...  
 
 
Results: 
● 599 of 877 at QEII Library = 278 at Guelph, 
and “not” at QEII.  
Results from other libraries: 
● QEII and York (YOU) 
o 875 total results 
o 599 @ QE2 = 276 “not” at QE2, but at York 
● QEII and University of Calgary (UAU): 
o 820 total results 
o 599 @ QE2 = 221 “not” at QE2, but at U. of Calgary 
*Review NIL titles and consider for purchase. 
FirstSearch Recap 
● Use library codes in Advanced Search to 
compare current holdings by Subject 
Heading.  
Worldcat.org 
Used best for single title searches: 
 
1. Create a profile; 
2. Search for libraries and add them as 
favourites. 


Compare holdings... 
● Worldcat.org is best used when searching 
individual titles. 
● Q. Should I buy this title: 
o A. Do my “favourite libraries” own this title? One of 
them? All of them? 
Title owned by one other library... 
Found at all libraries *except* MUN... 
Found at all libraries... 
Other Tools and resources: 
1. Gobi: GobiTween and Peers: 
a. For acquisitions duplication among consortium libraries; 
2. ADAT: Academic Database Assessment Tool 
a. http://adat.crl.edu/ 
3. CUFTS: Open Source Serials Management Software for Libraries 
a. http://researcher.sfu.ca/cufts 
4. “Bioinformatics and Research Computing,” to compare two ISSN or ISBN 
lists:  
a. http://jura.wi.mit.edu/bioc/tools/compare.php 
Questions? 
